
 RULES OF PRACTICE 

 OF THE 

 COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

  

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

 Delay in criminal and civil cases in the Courts of Common Pleas throughout the state of Ohio is a 

serious problem in the administration of justice.  Constitutional courts were created to serve the litigants and 

the interest of the public at large, not for the convenience or benefit of judges and lawyers.  Unnecessary 

delay erodes the public's confidence in the judicial system.   

 

 It is the obligation of the judges of the Court of Common Pleas, Franklin County, Ohio, to operate 

the Court in a manner that is lawful, fair, just, and efficient for the benefit of the citizens of Franklin County 

and all other litigants that come before it.  To that end, the following rules are designed (l) to expedite the 

disposition of both criminal and civil cases in this Court, while at the same time safeguarding the rights of 

litigants to the just processing of their cases;  (2) to expedite and make consistent the disposition of cases in 

the general branch of the Court; and (3) to serve the public interest which mandates the prompt disposition of 

all cases before this Court. 

 

 Rule 47 - DISCOVERY 

 

 47.01.  Informal Discovery    

 

 Counsel will participate in discovery conferences with opposing counsel and shall freely exchange 

discoverable information and documents upon informal request.  Counsel shall make every effort to resolve 

discovery disputes by agreement prior to filing motions with the Court. 

 

 47.02.  Discovery Cutoff  

 

  The discovery cutoff date specified in the Case Schedule shall be the last date for any party to seek 

the involvement of the Trial Judge in the discovery process by way of motion seeking a ruling, an order, 

sanctions, or other Court action, absent extraordinary circumstances.  Voluntary, mutually agreed-upon 

discovery, including perpetuation of trial testimony by video tape or otherwise, may continue after the 

discovery cutoff in a manner that does not delay any other event on the case schedule.   


